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Mysterious buzzing sounds are a common 
problem with mandolins.  They often occur as a 
result of something quite harmless:

· Check the machine heads for loose screws.
· Check that loose string ends are not vibrating 
against machine heads or the head of the 
mandolin.  
· It may be a button/belt buckle or some other 
object that is attached to your clothing.
· The bridge may be set too low, making the 
strings vibrate against the frets.

If none of these solve the problem, it may be 
something more serious.

· The frets may need repairing/replacing
· The neck may be warped/not set up right.
· There may be a crack in the body.

90
Don’t become too reliant on electronic tuners– 
just use them in noisy environments – learn to 
trust your ear when it comes to tuning up.

91
When buying plectrums, buy as many as you can 
afford!  Most pick-users experience regular and 
heavy plectrum loss from the day they buy their 
first.

92
Try different thicknesses of plectrum or pick.  
Thicker plectrums can be great for getting 
more volume, while thinner picks may be 
more suitable for faster playing.  It is worth 
experimenting with the wide variety of materials 
and thicknesses on offer.
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The hammer-on is shown in written music by a 
curved line known as a slur.

 
A hammer-on involves two notes, a lower 
sounding note followed by a higher sounding 
note.  The first one is picked or plucked as 
normal, but the second is sounded by the left 
hand alone.  By bringing the finger down forcibly 
at the desired fret, it is possible to make a note 
without picking or plucking the string.  The 
example above shows four different hammer-ons.  
As you can see, the lower note can be open or 
fretted.

7
Pull-offs are very similar to hammer-ons, at least 
in theory.  The difference is that the first note is 
higher.  The example below shows four pull offs:

 
As with hammer-ons, the first is plucked or 
picked as normal, but the second note is played 
using the left hand alone.  To do this, first pick 
the string and pull the higher note finger off the 
string sideways, in such a way that the string is 
“plucked” by the left hand.  This will then make 
the lower note sound. 
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* Where the two notes are fretted notes, put both 
fingers down first, before picking the upper note.
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