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Étude № 7  .   .   Fantasy in B minor  (Romantic. Slow bows and bow distribution) .   .   .  22
Mastery of bow control is the focus for this étude, including skillful relationship between bow speed, 
weight and contact point. The challenge is to achieve musical expression and intensity through these 
means. Other technical areas for development include refinement of shifting technique and fluent 
double stop playing. 

Étude № 8  .   .   Fantasy in F sharp minor  (Romantic, chromatic)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  24
Demanding a melodramatic romantic style of expression with abrupt changes of mood, this étude will 
develop the ability to play with good intonation and perfect legato in difficult keys and positions, and 
includes decorative figuration and trills. 

Étude № 9  .   .   Metre change study № 1  (East European Folk)  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  27
In this étude, the aim is to develop a bowing style suited to East European folk dance rhythms in 
changing metres, as found typically in music by Bartok.  Dexterity in the use of the left hand is also 
tested.

Étude № 10  .   . Metre change study № 2  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   29
This étude will help to develop rhythmic confidence in more complex shifting metres, and also control 
in playing off the string and in very quiet flautando bowing.

Étude № 11  .   . Atonal  (Second Viennese School) .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  32
This étude aims to introduce the student to some of the technical and musical challenges presented by 
Schoenberg, Berg and Webern. Extremes of musical character, dynamic and sonority are a fundamental 
part of the style, along with bowing techniques such as col legno and tremolando. The étude will also 
help to develop good intonation in an atonal harmonic language.

Étude № 12  .   . Improvisatory  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   34
The improvisatory style of this étude will encourage the development of musical imagination and the 
necessary technical skills to interpret and communicate this style of music. It calls for considerable 
mastery and flexibility in the use of the bow, and new challenges of agility for the left hand. It also 
encourages the development of a charismatic performing personality, with a good sense of timing and 
the ability to project changes of character, both abrupt and gradual.

  
A recording of the études, played by Robin Ireland, 

can be listened to at www.spartanpress.co.uk

More detailed teaching notes on the études, including tips on 
practice methods for mastering their technical and musical 

challenges, can be found at www.robinireland.co.uk
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