
Georg Friedrich Handel was born in Halle in 1685 and studied 
law there whilst at the same time developing his musical talents. 
He was organist at the Domkirche, before moving to Hamburg 
where he was violinist and harpsichordist at the Opera. Two of 
his operas were produced there and another in Italy where his 
talent as a harpsichordist was also recognised. He became 
Kapellmeister to the Elector of Hanover in 1710, but he took 
leave of absence to visit London, where his operas and oratorios 
were very successful. He settled in London in 1712, deserting his 
post in Hanover. (He later anglicised his name to George Frideric 
Handel and petitioned for British Naturalization in 1726.) His Te 
Deum and Jubilate, written in 1713, earned him a life pension 
from Queen Anne. In 17 14, the Elector of Hanover succeeded to 
the throne as George I, but seems to have forgiven Handel his 
earlier desertion, for he doubled the pension payable to him. A 
popular composer and much travelled man of the world, Handel 
enjoyed great success with his operas until financial problems, 
rivalry with Bononcini and political intrigue conspired to turn 
him away from stage productions. From the 1730s he 
concentrated on oratorios, Messiah being performed in Dublin in 
1742. Handel died in 1759, having spent the last years of his life 
blind and in poor health. 

Handel's oratorios are still performed in churches and concert 
halls in Britain and elsewhere and so are the operas, though these 
are more often given concert than stage performances. Many of 
the arias which occur in the operas and oratorios are suitable for 
concert performance but are not readily available with 
instrumental parts. A collection of such arias, set by C.M.M. Nex 
and F.H. Nex, is now available from Phylloscopus Publications. 

"Oh Jove! in pity teach me" 

Semele's aria from Semele 

by G F Handel 

violin 1 

violin 2 I oh 
viola 

soprano 

II Ah me, ah- me! what re - fuge now is left me? how va - rious, how tor - ment - ing 

II are my mi - se - ries! Oh Jove,- oh Jove, as - sist me! Can Se - me - le fore - go thy love, and to a 

. . 
11 mor - tal's pas - sion yield? Thy ven - geance will o'er - take such per - fi - dy. 

11 If I de - ny, my fa - ther's wrath I fear. 
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