
STUDY IN ALL KEYS for BASSOON 

based on STUDY IN ALL KEYS FOR FLUTE 
by LOUIS DROUET 

arranged by Martin Gatt 

Louis Drouet, a famous French flautist, was born in Amsterdam in 1792. It is 
recorded that he played at the Paris Conservatoire, aged seven, and that he was a 
composition pupil of Mehul and Reicha. He toured with his father in the early years 
of the 19' century, and was appointed court soloist to the King of Holland in 1808. A 
similar appointment with the Emperor of France followed in 181 1. He was a very 
successful performer, competing with Tulou for the best reputation. When the 
monarchy was restored in France, he became first flute in the Royal Chapel, but 
despite his success, he hankered for the life of the travelling virtuoso. So, in 18 17, he 
appeared in London to great acclaim, though English ears were accustomed to the 
playing style of Charles Nicholson. The two men were later in competition as 
manufacturers of flutes, and Nicholson's success drove Drouet out of business. In 
1819, Drouet went on a concert tour in Europe, and was again very successful. He 
spent three years in Naples as Director of the Royal Opera, then disappeared from 
view until Mendelssohn persuaded him to return to the concert circuit. He visited 
Paris, London, New York and Frankf~~rt, and spent 15 years in Gotha. He died in 
1873 in Bern, Switzerland. 

Drouet used a flute with no more than eight keys, though he did play on an up-to-date 
French model. He wrote a very thorough tutor (published in 1827), and had 
somewhat controversial notions about techniques such as double-tonguing. His critics 
suggested that his agility on the instrument was a cover for poor intonation, but his 
studies are a lasting contribution to the teaching of the flute. Drouet's Study in all 
keys is typically virtuosic and technically demanding, and well suited to the flute. It 
extends over 365 bars, moving through all the tonalities, as the title suggests. There is 
no comparable exercise in the bassoon repertoire, and Martin Gatt has provided a 
transcription of this teaching aid for the benefit of post-Grade 8 students. The music 
was set by C. M. M. Nex and F. H. Nex. 

Drouet's study in all keys, arranged for the bassoon by Martin Gatt 
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