
Mary Chandler was born in Kent in 1911. She studied music privately, and 
her teachers included Harry Farjeon (composition), Margaret Eliot and Leon 
Goossens (oboe) and Harold Craxton (piano). She read English at Oxford 
University and taught in London schools before joining the City of 
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra as principal oboist. She appeared with the 
CBSO as soloist (oboe and piano) and composer and gave broadcasts and 
recitals in the Midlands. Later, as a free-lance orchestral player, she formed 
the Mercian Trio (flute, oboe and piano) which gave concerts around the 
country. 

In 1960, she became Area Director of the Kent Music School, in charge of its 
wind teaching and of the varied activities of its Tonbridge Music Centre. She 
conducted many student groups and composed and arranged music for them 
until she retired in 1971. She continued to be actively involved in music 
thereafter, examining, composing and organising concerts. She spent her later 
years in Gloucestershire and died in 1996. 

Mary Chandler has a long and varied list of compositions to her credit, usually 
commissioned and most of them publicly performed or broadcast. In 1989, 
the Gloucester-based Oboe Workshop Trio celebrated its tenth anniversary 
and it was for those players that Mary wrote the Trio for two Oboes and Cor 
Anglais. It was performed at the Three Choirs Festival in Gloucester in 1989. 
The music is a reworking of three pieces composed in 1985 and now published 
as part of the Serenade for Flute Ensemble. Mary made significant changes, 
resulting in a fresh and characteristic work, reflecting Mary's own experience 
as an oboist. This challenging and appealing Trio, with its jaunty outer 
movements and serene slow movement, was set by C.M.M. Nex and F.H. Nex 
from the manuscript. 

Trio for two oboes and cor anglais (1989) 

Mary Chandler 

alla marcia 

oboe 1 

oboe 2 I 
cor anglais 
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