
Georg Abraham Schneider was born in Darmstadt in 1770. Local teachers 
taught him to play a wide range of instruments, but it was as a horn player 
that he became best known. He joined the Darmstadt Court Orchestra in 1787, 
moving on to the service of Prince Heinrich of Prussia in 1795. By the time 
he moved to Berlin and the Royal Prussian Orchestra in 1803, his reputation 
as a virtuoso was established, and he spent the rest of his working life in 
Berlin. He was responsible for a number of innovations in Prussian musical 
life. He founded a series of subscription concerts (Divertissements) to which 
both amateurs and professionals contributed. In 1808 he set up the Musical 
Practice Academy for the Education of Amateurs. His professional life 
included tours to the Baltic States (1809-1816) and to the cities of Leipzig, 
Frankfurt and Wiirzburg (1 816-18 17). In 1820 he became musical director of 
the Royal Theatre in Berlin, at the same time holding the post of Musikrneister 
to all the Guards Regiments. In 1825, when he directed the opera, it was as 
Royal Prussian Conductor. Schneider died in Berlin in 1839. 

Schneider was a prolific composer and his bassoon duets and flute quartets are 
still in print. His Harmonie music forms part of the collection in the Music 
Department of the Staatsbibliothek in Berlin, whose permission to produce this 
edition is gratefully acknowledged. The Harmonies are in two sets, the first of 
eight and the second of twelve pieces. Harmonie No. 8 is from the first set 
and is scored for pairs of flutes, clarinets, horns and bassoons, with the 
original clarinet part in C, allowing for performance today by oboe or 
clarinet. Schneider's chosen ensemble is unusual for harrnonie music, but not 
unknown in north Germany, where flutes did feature in such music in place of 
oboes (for example in 6 sonatas by C.P.E. Bach). This music by Schneider 
offers an opportunity for flutes to be included in the performance of harrnonie 
music, which is ideal as background music or for outdoor concerts. Although 
his dates almost exactly match those of Beethoven, Schneider's style is much 
simpler, less adventurous and the influence of his post as a military music 
master is clear. The music was set from the manuscript by C.M.M. Nex and 
F.H. Nex, with minimal editorial additions. Players may wish to add to the 
existing dynamics and phrasing where appropriate. 

Harmonie No. 8 
Georg Abraham Schneider 

adagio allegro 
flute 1 

flute 2 

clarinet 1 

in C 

horn 1 
in F 

horn 2 
in F 

bassoon 1 
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