
A SHORT WALK ON THE DOWNS 

by PHILIP HANSELL 

Philip Hansel1 was born in Gorleston near Great Yarmouth in 1962. After 
attending Great Yarmouth art college, he went on to study for a degree in 
Fine Art at Newport in South Wales. He has exhibited widely since then, 
although these days he concentrates more on music. He began to 
compose in 1974, several brass and chamber pieces receiving 
performances during 1980 and 1981. After more than a decade as a 
freelance artist, Philip decided to concentrate on composing. A work for 
string quartet - The Dancing Lesson - was premikred at the Bath Festival 
in 1994 and a saxophone quartet entitled Going, going was short-listed in 
2003 by the Society for the Promotion of New Music. Philip has now 
moved from Southampton to the Fens in East Anglia and is continuing to 
compose for a variety of ensembles, many of which are represented in the 
Phylloscopus catalogue. 

Written in 1994, A Short Walk on the Downs is a recollection in music of 
a walk the composer took late one summer afternoon on the South Downs 
in West Sussex. A long melody, with its hints of birdsong, celebrates the 
discovery of an unspoilt rural comer, while folk-like ostinati represent the 
sustained effort of climbing steep downland. The eventual return is 
depicted, in the oboe and piano version, by the five o'clock striking of a 
church bell. The music is offered in a number of separate versions, 
namely, oboe and piano, oboe and two violins, two violins, and flute and 
two clarinets. For this first publication, the music was set from the 
manuscript by K.R. Malloch. 
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