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Piano Forte

As you know the instrument you play is called a piano. 

The original name was pianoforte. 

‘Piano’ in Italian means ‘soft’ and ‘forte’ means loud. 

In music these two words are shortened to p and f.

These signs 
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 are called hairpins.

(well, they look like hairpins) and indicate where to get 

louder:—  
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and where to get softer:—  
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Here are the pieces you saw in the last section. 

Play them again, adding variety in the tone as shown:—
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The word crescendo means get louder and diminuendo means get softer. 

Abreviated to cresc. and dim. these are sometimes used in place of hairpins.
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Fanfare
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