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TITLE
If you’ve ever been to Hamburg or Liège in December you’ll doubtless have enjoyed the buzzy atmosphere of the 
Christmas Market, which bustles with cheery folk going about their business in preparation for the festivities  Street 
buskers, delicious food stalls and the enticing aroma of scented candles all compete for your senses, while brightly lit 
decorations drip from every conceivable corner of the cobbled streets 

TEMPO 
How much ‘sparkle and vivacity’ is sufficient, you may ask  The answer surely lies within your own ability to tackle 
one or two of the trickier corners of the piece, such as the slightly more extended semiquaver passage from bars 31-38  
Taken as a whole however, this cannot be seen to be an especially taxing Quick Study  The ‘proclaiming’ bars at the end 
need to sustain the prevailing tempo, for it is the internal rhythmic proportions that are changing, not the underlying 
pulse  A really vivacious performance will probably weigh in at around crotchet = 140, but as is often the case, the 
dynamism of the music has more to do with crispness and precision than with sheer speed 

TIME SIGNATURE
A straightforward 2/4 prevails, but if taken at too leisurely a pace we will feel it in 4 

RHYTHM
The time-value changes, i e  the continual switching between triplet semiquavers and fours, is of course pivotal to the 
rhythmic life of the piece, and I’d suggest getting to grips with the persistent triplet figure early on your preparation; 
it should be easily enough dispatched with a well-oiled first valve! This figure always functions as an anacrusis, except 
of course at bars 33-34 and 37-38, where the effect ideally will be a brilliant fanfare  Spot little variants elsewhere 
however, such as bar 1 and bar 21, or bars 13-14 and 29-30 

TONALITY
The F major tonality is never in doubt in this piece, and the fact that there is not a single accidental should confirm 
this straight away, freeing your attention for the all-important musical detail 

 

DYNAMICS AND ARTICULATION

The link between dynamics, articulation and musical character is likely to leap out at you within seconds of encountering 
this piece  Aim to make clear distinctions between accented staccato notes, such as at bar 29, plain accents (bar 41 to 
the end) and plain staccatos, which are almost as plentiful as the slurred groups  The ‘herringbone’ dynamic effects, 
such as at bars 15-16, are vital to the music’s sense of direction, while the big build ups at bars 33-34 and 36-38 call 
for an especially vivid crescendo to ff, and are in each case followed by a sudden drop to mp  If anything, the final line 
needs to acquire even greater force, with a full, sustained sound 

FINAL POLISH
For this piece to spring along convincingly, its excitable spirit must never be allowed to flag  Take note of rests, which 
help the music to gear up for its many minor ‘explosions’, such as at bars 25-28 (sitting for too long on each of the 
quaver notes here will cause the music to lose momentum), and enjoy the softer moments too, without which the subtle 
Christmas lights will converge into a monochrome mush! Aim for a punchy, buoyant portrayal, with bags of pizzazz 
and lots of lovely attention to detail 
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