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TITLE
In common parlance, ‘wagons roll’ might refer to the start of an epic journey, or perhaps some other endurance-based 
activity  It is the kind of phrase which, from the 1950s onwards, frequently found its way into Western movies and 
musicals  Starring heartthrobs such as John Wayne, Gary Cooper and Clint Eastwood, ‘How the West was won’, ‘High 
Noon’, ‘Stagecoach’ and ‘The Good, the Bad and the Ugly’ proved to be massive box-office favourites  Typically, such 
stories sought to glamorise the long convoys of horse-drawn coaches (or wagons) driven by whisky-swigging cowboys 
as they endured the arid, bandit-ridden terrain for many hundreds of miles 

TEMPO 
‘Slowly but surely’ is an indication to keep gently on the move in the opening section of your performance  The music 
needs to unfold at a decisive yet measured pace, one which you are able to sustain for the first fifteen bars of the piece  
The ‘freewheeling’ section, which lasts for a dozen bars, needs to become more animated, but not overly so, for there 
are many notes to negotiate here  Eventually we arrive at a brief langsam (slowly) section at bar 28 to reveal the 
music’s wearisome conclusion, which might conceivably be played even more sedately than the opening 

TIME SIGNATURE
At bar 16 we move abruptly from 4/4 to 12/8, before returning to 4/4 at the pickup to bar 28 

RHYTHM
There are essentially only three tricky rhythmic elements to master in this piece  The first is the ‘scotch snap’ first 
introduced at bar 5, which is unlikely to survive without a fair amount of accentuation on the semiquaver at each 
instance  The second is the tied quaver pattern which first appears at bar 16, without which the jaunty character 
of the music will fall flat on its face  As with many such syncopated ideas, the secret is to go through the bar more 
slowly at first, missing out the tie if need be  Even so, you should still retain the accent while practising these bars, 
so that when reinstating the tie there is no loss to the assuredness of the prevailing dotted-crotchet pulse  The third 
tricky element is the triplet semiquaver anacrusis, which crops up at bars 8, 10 and 27  These ought not to sound 
overly hurried – simply tuck them into the phrases so that the music’s expressive allure trickles forward naturally and 
musically 

TONALITY
Though the key throughout is D major, a distinctly modal flavour is eluded to during the faster central section, 
whereby several C naturals invite a careful appraisal 

 

DYNAMICS AND ARTICULATION
As is so frequently the case, dynamics and articulation prove invaluable, not just in turning the dots and squiggles into 
a musically interesting performance, but in rendering the rhythmic features crisply  The temptation when practising 
faster music more slowly (even for a minute or two), is that you end up articulating all of the notes in a similar fashion, 
which somewhat misses the point and makes life all the harder when playing up to speed  The two quietest moments, 
ppp (at bars 15 and 32), need to sound ethereally soft, while the ff chords at bar 24 invite you to really dig in with all 
your might 

FINAL POLISH
Apart from the shorter note values in the central section, this study calls for reliable bow control in the gradation of 
dynamics  When the whimsy of the outer sections is offset by a really rumbustious, ‘tumbling’ middle section, your 
performance is definitely moving in the right direction  Don’t overlook the harmonics at bars 15, 27 and 32, and take 
your time when easing into the langsam section  The ‘romantic’ 6th chords first encountered at bar 9 need your utmost 
care in intonation, but also in balance and tone to achieve the songlike appeal of these passages  Aim to play the longer 
notes at bars 2, 4, etc  with your most sustained, resonant tone  
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