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Andrew M. Wilson was born in Bedfordshire in 1960.  He was a junior Exhibitioner 
at Trinity College of Music and completed his musical studies at London University 
studying composition with Brian Dennis.  Since 1992 he has been Director of Music
at Kelly College, Devon.  His compositions are wide ranging in scope and resources
and have been enthusiastically taken up by some of Britain's most renowned
musicians.  As he is himself a clarinettist, he is particularly at home writing music
for wind instruments.

The Woodland Suite was first performed by the Phoenix Grove Trio in St Michael's
Church, Chester Square, London, in April 2005.  The initial idea for the piece came
to the composer whne he noticed the evocative names found on tins of wood-stain
lining the shelves of a D-I-Y shop!  from this developed a celebration of five of our
beautiful British trees: the Oak, Birch, Yew, Poplar and Hawthorn.  A particular
characteristic of each tree is pictured in the music, such as the shimmering of poplar
leaves on a summer's day and the glorious crown of May-blossom on the hawthorn
in late spring.

The pieces that make up the suite can be performed in a number of different instru-
mentations:  flute, oboe and clarinet, two flutes and clarinet or flute and two
clarinets.  The music was set for publication by the composer.
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