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THREE ENGLISH SONGS (1 979) 

for two oboes and cor anglais 

by 

GRAHAM POWNING 

Graham Powning was born in Sydney, Australia, in 1949 and began to 
learn the flute at the age of eight. He soon transferred to the oboe, 
studying both oboe and composition at the New South Wales 
Conservatorium. Since 1970, Graham Powning has combined playing, as 
Principal Oboe of the Elizabethan Sydney Orchestra, with teaching at the 
New South Wales Conservatorium. His services to music have been 
rewarded with the Queen Elizabeth Jubilee Medal. His compositions have 
featured mainly the woodwind instruments, and his own instrument, the 
oboe, in particular. He often gives his music comic titles and his output 
reflects his interests in unusual harmonies and rhythms, and in folk-song. 

Three English Songs illustrate the fact that simple folk tunes can respond 
well to sophisticated treatment. To the basic melodies, Graham Powning 
adds spicy harmonies and jaunty rhythms. As a rule, the accompanying 
parts should drop in volume while one part has the melody. Bushes and 
Briars gives the cor anglais the solo line, while the two oboes provide an 
atmospheric glow. The dotted rhythm in the last song should be buoyant 
throughout. For this publication, the music was set by K.R. Malloch 
from the manuscript. 
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